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ing of the revolution completed, by the 
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Fe have beard with our ears, O Gop, our fathers 
have told us, what work thou didęſt, in their days, 
in the times of old. How thu dideſt drive out the 
heathen with thy hand, and plantedſt them, how 
thou dideſt affii the people, and caſt them out. For 
they got not the land in poſſeſſion, by their own ſword, 
neither did their own arm ſave them: but thy right 
hand, and thine arm, and the tight of thy counte- 
nance becauſe thou hadeft a favor unto them, Thou 
art my king, O Gor; command deliverances for Ja- 
cob. Through thee, will we puſh down our enemies; 
through thy name, will we tread them under, that 
riſe up againſt us. For I will not truſt in my bow, 
neither ſhall my ſtword ſave me. But thou haſt ſaved 
us from our enemies; and haſt put them to ſhame 
that hated us. In Gop we boaſt, all the day "—_ g 
and praiſe thy name for ever. Selah, 


\ FXXXAHAT the pious pſalmiſt ſais, 
A w in our text, with regard to the 

| * W Jjraelites lettling in the land of 
K Canaan, is, in a remarkable man- 
ner, applicable to the ſettling the crown of theſe 
A 1 kingdoms, 
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kingdoms, in the proteſtant line, by zhe * 
r10us revolution, and the hanover ſucceſſion. 


We have heard with our ears, O Gop, 


* and our fathers have told us, what works 
* thou dideſt in their days, in the times of 
* old: how thou dideſt drive out the popiſÞ 
e princes with thine hand, and plantedſt our 
*« fathers, thereby, in peace and liberty. 
« Thou dideſt afflict their enemies, and caſt 
e them out. For the protefiants got not the 


« land in poſſeſſion, merely, by their own 


« ſword; neither did their own arm ſave 
« them, But thy right-hand, O Gop, and 
* thine arm; and the light of thy counte- 
* nance: becauſe thou hadeſt a favor unto 
te them. — Thou art my king, O Gop; 
« whenever it ſtands in need, do thou com- 
mand deliverance for Great Britain. 
« Through thee, will we puſh down our 
* enemies; through thy name, will we 
* tread down thofe that rife up againſt us.” 
And we may add, as the pious pſalmiſt does, 
« For we will not truſt in our bow, neither 
„ ſhall our ſword ſave us. But thou haſt 


« faved us, [many a time, ] from our ene- 


** mies, and haſt put them to ſhame that 
* hated us. In Gop will we boaſt, all the 
66 day 
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&« day long; and praiſe thy name, for ever 
« and ever.“ 

Suppoſe we conſider mankind, as in a ſtate 
of nature; or not united into communities and 
kingdoms ; then they are all upon a level 
and no one has a right to rule over others. 
But, in ſuch a ſituation, there would be 
quarrels and endleſſe contentions, about pro- 
perty, and other things. It would, there- 
for, be the wiſdom of thoſe, that lived near 
one another, in a ſtate of nature, immedi- 
ately to join in ſociety ; and unite, in ſome 
common meaſures, for their mutual peace 
and ſafety. Very probably, the man, moſt 
renowned for courage and wiſdom, would 
be choſen governor. And the firſt ſketch 
of government. would, moſt likely, be, to 
commit the rule over them, abſolutely, to 
one man; to whoſe determination they would 
agree to refer themſelves ; and their rights, 
as members of ſociety, And, if one could 
be ſure of the wiſdom and integrity of their 
man, abſolute monarchy would be the beſt 
form of government, But, alas! manifold 
experience has ſhown, that very few men 
are fit to be truſted with abſolute power: 


and that, moſt commonly, abſolute mo- 


narchs 


* 
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narchs have indeavored to make their mere 
will their law; that they have conſidered 
the people as their ſlaves and vaſſals, to mi- 


niſter to their riches, and pleaſure, and 
grandeur ; without a proper regard to the 


Juſt rights and privileges of their ſubjects. 
To live by one man's will has often been the 
cauſe of all men's miſery. The next thing, 
therefor, that an oppreſſed people attempts, 
1s, to limit the power of their prince, by 
ſuch wholeſome laws, as may preſerve their 
liberties, and ſecure to them their lives, 
poſſeſſions, and properties. This has been 
found, in fact, for the public good. And 
the public good is the ſupreme law of the 
nation. Government, in the very nature 
and foundation of it, was not deſigned to 
make one man rich, and great, and honor- 
able; and all around him miſerable, But 
power, and riches, aud grandeur, are con- 
ferred on the governor, as an incouragement 
for lim to conſult the good of the people; 
or as a reward for his governing well; for 
his protecting the innocent, righting the in- 
jured and oppreſſed, puniſhing the guilty; 
and makeing the laws of the land the rule 
of all his conduct. 
Whether 
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Whether a nation be governed by one 
man, by a few, or by the multitude; whe- 
ther it be, in general, elective or hereditary; 
the end of all government is for the good of 
the people. And what promotes that moſt, 
is undoubtedly the beſt government. But, 
where that end is not attained, there the very 
foundation of government is ſubverted : and 
things, in ſuch a ſituation, call for a ſpeedy ' 
and effectual redreſſe. If ſuch redreſſe can 
be had by quiet and peaceful methods, that 
is moſt deſireable. But, where nothing elſe 
will do, reſiſtence is unqueſtionably lawful. 
Better, much better, die, in nobly ſtrugling 
for liberty, than to drag out life in Llavery, 
and quietly ſuffer a tyrant to rivet on one's 
chains. And a brave and wiſe people will 
ſtrugle, with all their might, to prevent 
themſelves and their poſterity from being 
ſlaves. 

Such was the remarkable caſe at the re- 
volution. The royal family of Stuarts had, 
from generation to generation, oppreſſed a 
numerous and brave people, to whom their 
liberties were excedeing dear. That weak 
and contemptible prince, King James the 
firſt, began ; and did all, that his weak 

under. 
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underſtanding, and low craft, could do, to- 
wards gaining abſolute power, governing 
without parliaments, and diſpenſing with the 
laws at pleaſure. He ſet his ſon the exam- 
ple, which he too exactly followed, until a 
moſt dreadful, civil war was kindled up, in 
this nation, and the unhappy king, led on, 
by a popiſh queen, and other ſuch high-fly- 
ing counſellors, was brought to the ſcaffold, 
and publicly died a violent death. After ſome 
years, the reſtoration was brought about, and 
Charles the ſecond was placed upon the throne 
of his anceſtors. But he and his brother 
had been educated by a french, popiſh 
queen- mother. And were, both of them, 
in their exile, reconciled to the church of 
Rome. However; for ſome years, they pub- 
licly profeſſed themſelves proteſtants; though, 
privately and underhand, they, all along, 
incouraged Zhe papiſis; and ſtrove hard to ob- 
tain abſolute power over the nation. Soon 
after James the ſecond had mounted the throne, 
he diſcovered his moſt violent inclination to 
introduce popery and arbitrary power. And, 
by his furious zele, he alarmed the nation, 
Then it was, that the leading men of theſe 
kingdoms invited over the wiſe and brave 

prince 
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prince of Orange. And he came over, from 
Holland, with but a few forces. But the 
kingdom turned about, and came in greedily 
to him; acknowlegeing him, under Gop, 
their ſavior and their deliverer. 

In an act of parliament, made in the firſt 
year of King William and Queen Mary, in- 
titled An act, declareing the rights and liber + 
ties of the ſubjet ; and ſetling the ſucceſſion 
of the crown. In that a& of parliament, 
(I fay) the late King James the ſecond is 
charged with indeavoring to ſubvert and ex- 
tirpate the protefiant religion, and the laws 
and liberties of the kingdom ; with levying 
money, by his own authority ; keeping a 
ſtanding army, in theſe kingdoms, in times 
of peace, with diſarming proteſtants, and 
arming and imploying apiſis; with violate- 
ing the freedom of election of members to 
ſerve in parliament; with packing of juries ; 
with impoſeing exceſſive fines ; with inflict- 
ing illegal and cruel puniſhments ; and with 
divers other arbitrary and illegal courſes ; 
contrary to law, and without the conſent of 
parhament. — For theſe reaſons, the lords 
and commons aſſembled in parliament ; and 


deliberated upon ſuch an eſtabliſhment, as 
B that 
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that their religion, laws, and liberties, might 
not again be in danger of being ſubverted. 
They, therefor, firſt voted the fore-menti- 
oned grievances, under King James, to be 
illegal. And then the faid lords and com- 
mons did reſolve, that King James (who 
was fled into France) had abdicated the 
crown; and that William and Mary, prince 
and princeſſe of Orange, ſhould be King and 
Queen of England, France, and Ireland, and 
the dominions thereunto belonging: that 
they ſhould firſt reign jointly ; and, then, the 
ſurvivor of them : that after their deceaſe, 
the deſcendents of Queen Mary ſhould in- 
herit the crown: that, in default of ſuch 
iſſue, the crown ſhould go to the princeſſe 
Ann of Denmark and her deſcendents : and, 
in default of ſuch iſſue, to the deſcendents 
of King William. And, accordingly, the 
leading men of the engliſh nation, and per- 
ſons in public ſtations, did, in general, take 
: the following oaths. *© I do ſincerely pro- 
= « miſe and ſwear, that I will be faithful, 
e and bear true allegiance, to their majeſties, 
« King William and Queen Mary, ſo help 
me God.” I do ſwear that I do, from 
« my heart, abhor, deteſt, and abjure, as 
&« 1mpious 
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te impious and hæretical, that damnable 
« doctrine and poſition, that princes, ex- 
* communicated, or deprived, by the pope, 
te or any authority of the ſee of Rome, may 
te be depoſed, or murthered, by their ſub- 
« jects, or any other whatever. And I de- 
te clare that no foreign prince, perſon, præ- 
c late, or potentate, hath, or ought to have, 
ce any jurisdiction, power, ſuperiority, præ- 
© eminence, or authority, eccleſiaſtical, or 
« fpiritual, within theſe realms. So help 
© me God.” 

In the ſame act of parliament, it is ex- 
preſsly ſaid, © Whereas, it hath been found, 
te by experience, that it is inconſiſtent with 
te the ſafety and welfare of this proteſtant 
kingdom, to be governed by a popiſh 
* prince, or by any king, or queen, marry- 
© ing a papiſt ; — the lords and commons, 
* aſſembled in parliament, prayed that it 
e might be inacted, and accordingly it was 
* inacted, that all and every perſon, and 
« perſons, that is, are, or ſhall be, recon- 
e ciled to, or ſhall hold communion with, 
« the ſee, or church, of Rome, or ſhall pro- 
« fefſe the popr/h religion, or ſhall marry a 
* papſt, ſhall be excluded, and be for ever 

B 2 e incapable 
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te incapable to inherit, poſſeſſe, or injoy, the 
* crown and government of this realm, and 
* Ireland, and the dominions thereunto be- 
* longing, or any part of the ſame, as much 
te as if they were naturally dead.” 

| Scotland was, then, a diſtin nation from 
England, though governed by the ſame king. 
And yet, in the begining of the year 1689, 
in a convention of their lords and com- 
mons, they came to the following reſoluti- 
on. „That, whereas King James, being 
« a profeſſed papiſt, did aſſume the royal 
ce power, and act as king, without ever 
te takeing the oaths, required by law, where- 
e by every king, at his acceſſion to the go- 
« vernment, was ſworne to maintain the 
* proteſtant religion; and to rule the peo- 
de ple, according to the laudable laws. And, 
* by the advice of wicked counſellors, did 
« invade the fundamental conftitution of the 
* kingdom of Scotland. And altered it, 
te from a legal, limited monarchy, to an 
& arbitrary and deſpotic power. And, in a 
c public proclamation, aſſerted an abſolute 
te power to annull and diſable all laws: 
e particularly by arraigning the laws eſta- 
ft bliſhing the proteſtant religion; and, to 
te the 
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ce the violation of the laws and liberties of 
te the kingdom, by erecting public ſchools 
« and ſocieties of the Jeſuits, Not onely 
« allowing maſſe to be publickly ſaid; but, 
&« alſo, converting proteſiant chapels and 
« churches to public maſſe-houſes; contrary 
« to. the expreſſe law againſt hearing and 
« ſaying maſſe: by allowing papiſb books 
« to be printed and diſperſed, by a patent 
te to a popiſb printer; deſigning him printer 
« to his majeſty's houſhold, college, and 
e chapel ; contrary to law : by takeing the 
« children of prote/iant noblemen and gen- 
« tlemen, and ſending them abroad, to be 
<« bred papiſis; and beſtowing penſions up- 
« on prieſts, to pervert the proteſiants from 
« their religion, by offers of places and 
« preferments : by diſcharging, proteſtants 
at the ſame time that he imployed pa- 
« piſts, in places of the greateſt truſt, both 
« civil and military; and truſting the forts 
« and magazines in their hands: by impoſe- 
* ing oaths, contrary to law; by executeing 
© many, without conſent of parliament ; 
« by levying, and keeping up, a ſtanding 
* army, in times of peace; and maintain- 
* ing them upon free quarters: by imploy- 

6c ing 
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e ing officers of the army, as judges, 
ce throughout the kingdom; by which 
© means, the ſubjects were put to death, 
* without legal trial, jury, or record: by 
« impoſeing exorbitant fines : by impriſon- 
* ing perſons without expreſſing the reaſon; 
* and delaying to bring them to trial: by 
* cauſcing ſeveral perſons to be proſecuted, 
e and their eſtates to be forfeited, upon 
*« weak and frivolous pretences : by ſub- 
« yerting the rights of the royal boroughs ; 
* and deſtroying, or altering, their charters, 
te at pleaſure : by ſtoping the judges in their 
te procedeings; or ordering them how to 
tc procede, in caſes done before them, con- 
e trary to the expreſſe laws: by makeing 
* judges depending upon his pleaſure, for 
* their places; and turning them out, if 
te they refuſed to comply with his arbitrary 
*« courſes. — They, therefor, for theſe, and 
* many like, miſcarriages, declared that 
„ King James had forfeited the crown; and 
* that the throne was become vacant. And 
they ſettled the crown of Scotland upon 
te the prince and princeſſe of Orange; as 
&© the parliament, here, had before ſettled 
te the crown of England. And, likewiſe, 

| « for-ever 
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for- ever excluded papiſis from inheriting 
« that crown.” 
When the pious and excellent Queen 


Mary died ; and, ſoon after that, the duke - 


of Glouceſter, the onely ſurviveing iſſue of 
the princeſſe Ann of Denmark; the true 
friends of the nation, and great patriots, 
began to be again alarmed. Ning William 
was in poſſeſſion; and the princeſs Ann like- 
ly to ſuccede. But there was no proteſiant 
heir to the crown. And, upon their de- 
miſe, there was a long, long, train of po- 
piſb princes, of the blood, who would clame 
the crown, by hereditary right, near akin to 
the French king, who was greatly inclined 
to have England dependent upon him, in 
order to make way for the monarchy of 
Europe. 

Upon theſe confiderations, in the 12th 
and 13th year of the reign of the late, glo- 
rious King William, there was paſſed another 
act of parliament, intitled An act for far- 
ther limitation of the crown, and better ſecure- 
ing of the rights and liberties of the ſubjetts. 
And, by that act, the houſe of Hanover is 
declared the next in ſucceſſion, in the pro- 
teſtant line, to the crown of England; that 

is, 
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is, after the death of King William and 
Queen Ann, — Again; in the 13th and 14th 
year of the faid King William, two other 
acts of parliament were made. The one, 
intitled An act of attainder of the pretended 
prince of Wales of high treaſon. And the other 
intitled An af for the farther ſecurity of bis 
majeſty's perſon, and the ſucceſſion of the crown, 
in the proteſtant line; and for extinguiſhing 
the pretended prince of Wales, and all other 
pretenders, and their open and ſecret abettors, 
—King James the ſecond being dead, the 
preſent pretender had, even then, at the in- 
ſtigation of the French king, taken upon 
him the ſtyle and title of James the third, 
king of England, Scotland, &c. And, for 
that reaſon, by the former of theſe acts, he 
was attainted of high treaſon. And it was 
inacted that he ſhould ſuffer the pains of 
a traytor : and that, if any ſubject of Eng- 
land ſent him money, or correſponded with 
him, they alſo, ſhould be guilty of high 
treaſon. And, by the latter of theſe acts, Me 
all perſons in public ſtations were required 
to take the abjuration oath; in which, they 
ſolemnly declare © that the pretender had 


© no right to the crown; and ſwore to re- 
© nounce, 
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te nounce, refuſe, and abjure, all allegiance 
te and obedience to him; and to do all in 
** their power to prevent his ever coming 
© to the crown. And they, likewiſe, by 
e the ſaid oath, ſwore to maintain the pro- 
« teſtant ſucceſſion in the houſe of Hanover.” 
And all theſe things, they declared, they 
feore ' heartily, willingly, and truely, upon 
the true faith of a chriſtian; as they hoped; 
or deſired, that God would be'p them, or have 
mercy upon them, 
Theſe ſeveral acts of parliament were ra- 
tified, by an act, in the firſt year of Queen 
Ann; and by another, in the 4th and 5th 
year of the reign of the ſame queen, 

In the year 17c7, the kingdoms of Eng- 
land and Scotland were united into one king- 
dom; under the name of Great Britain. 
And the proteſtant ſucceſſion was particu- 
larly inacted for that united kingdom; as 
it had been for England and Scotland, ſepa- 
rately, before the union. 

Again; the ſucceſſion of the proteſlant 
line, in the houſe of Hanover, was confirmed, 
by another act of parliament, made in the 
6th year of Queen Ann; wherein it is made 


high treaſon, for any perſon, to maintain or 
C affirm 
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_ affirm, by writeing or printing, that the pre- 
tender hath any right, or title, to the crown 
of this realm. 

Thus you ſee how our laws and liberties 
ſtand ſecured ; and what indefatigable pains 
and care our wife anceſtors took of the rights 
of this nation, 

And, from what has been ſaid, we may 
obſerve, ( 1.) That /e revolution, and the pro- 
teſtant ſucceſſion, in the houſe of Hanover, 
were the act of the nation. And, therefor, 
they are legal and right. — Hereditary right 
to trample upon all laws, to overturn the 
conſtitution ; to deprive us of our religion 
and liberties, and make our lives and pro- 
perties precarious ; — hereditary right, in 
any perſon, to do wrong, is an idle and ri- 
diculous notion. And the aggrandizeing one 
perſon, or family, ought never to be brought 
Into competition, with the lives, liberties, 
and properties, of millions. — The good of 
the people is the very end of government, 
and the ſuprefne law of nature and nations. 
And nothing can give any man power to 
ſubvert that; nor can any man have a right, 
in any caſe whatever, to do wrong. 


(2.) How 
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{2.) How thankful ſhould we be, for the 
bleſſings beſtowed upon our nation ? 

We have heard with our ears, and our fa- 
thers have told us, how God drove out the 
popiſh King James; and ſettled King Wil- 
liam and Queen Mary upon the throne of 
theſe lands. Had not that great and glort- 
ous deliverer came over, and helped us, in 
what a miſerable and ruined condition had 
this nation been? Our religion was expire- 
ing, and bare-faced popery had aſcended the 
throne. Our laws and liberties lay gaſping. 
And arbitrary power poſſeſſed the ſeat of go- 
vernment. All hope that we ſhould be ſaved 
was, then, almoſt gone, The nation ſhook 
it's chains. The immortal hero came over, 
and reſcued us from them. | 

(3.) If King Wilkam had reſcued the na- 
tion, for that time; and rendered it happy, 
as he did, by his own wiſe government; 
yet of how ſhort-lived continuance would 
the liberties of Great Britain have been, if 
he had not bravely fought our battles for us, 
againſt that ſubtile, faithleſſe, and powerful 
tyrant, the French king : and, by his great 
wiſdom in council, ſettled the ſucceſſion 1n 
the illuſtrious houſe of Hanover ! a family, 

C 2 that 
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that was among the firſt proteſters 2gainſt 
popery! And, to their immortal honor be 
it ſpoken, they have ever ſince, from age to 
age, continued proteſiants unto this day! 
King William thought it not enough to de- | 
liver one nation, or one age, from ſlavery; 
but he took care to diffuſe and hand down, | 
the ample bleſſings of liberty to the lateſt 
generation. And children, yet unborne, 
will have reaſon to ſtand up, and call him 
bleſſed. How dear ſhould the memory of 
him be to every proteſtant, and eſpecially to 
every Briton? It the liberties of Great 
Britain had ſunk, where would the liberties 
of Europe found ſupport ? Or the proteſtant 
religion a refuge from the rage of the ty- 
rants and perſecutors of the earth ? Europ 
muſt have become French; and the grand 
monarch the univerſal monarch. Aſia and 
Africa are groaning under arbitrary govern- 
ment; and have, for many ages, groaned 
under that oppreſſive yoke. And the liber- 
ties of America muſt have ſunk, together 
with thoſe of Europe. Thus, had it not 
been fer the glorious revolution, and the 
preteſtant ſucceſſion, the whole earth would 
have become full of the habitations of bar- 
barity 


| 
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barity and cruelty; the pure goſpel baniſhed 


from among men; and the whole ſurface 
of the globe a ſcene of tyranny and horror, 
confuſion and deſolation. Heaven defend 
us! From what prodigious and compli- 
cated ruine did God, by King William, de- 

liver us? Can we ever forget the glorious 
revolution? Or be weary of our proteſ/ant, 
royal family? Haveing taſted the ſweets of li- 
berty, is it poſſible, for any of us, to wiſh 
for the return of popery and ſlavery? Or, 
after we have injoyed the plenty of the land 
of promiſe, be for makeing us a captain, 
and returning to the cruel bondage of At, 
any more ? 

(4.) When that unhappy princeſſe, Qucen 
Ann, in the four laſt years of her reign, 
was drawn aſide, by evil counſellors, to pave 
the way for the pretender, and ſet aſide the 
ſucceſſion, in the proteſtant houſe of Hano- 
ver: when ſhe was going to ſubvert what 
ſhe herſelf had, once and again, ſolemnly 
conſented to, ratifyed, and confirmed: then, 
all true Britons began to tremble for the 
ark of God. And the nation was, once 
more, ſhivered over the brink of ruine. — 
Then, we got not the land by our own 

ſword, 
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ſword, neither did our own arm fave us. 
But thy right hand, O God, and thine arm, 
and the light of thy countenance ; becauſe 
-thou hadeſt a favor for us. Our religious 
toleration was broken in upon. Our glori- 
ous liberty lay wounded and gaſping, at the 
feet of the queen. And ſhe was juſt lifting 
up her arm, to give it the laſt and fatal 
wound. When, on the very day, that the 
fſehiſm act was to take place, that moſt ini- 
quitous act, that was to deprive us of our 
juſt liberty, Gop once more appeared for 
us, in the moſt remarkable and diſtinguiſh- 
ing manner; took away the life of that 
princeſſe, who had ſo far been ſeduced, as 
cauſeleſsly to ſeek our deſtruction ; and in- 
troduced King William's legacy, the amiable 
and illuſtrious houſe of Hanover. O that 
glorious firſt of Auguſt ! that moſt fignal 
day, which ought never to be forgot ! That 
rendered the bleſſing of the revolution com- 
plete. And, when the lord thus ſurprize- 
ingly turned again the captivity of our Zion, 
we were like men that dream. It ſeemed 
too good news to be true, and to approve 
itſelf to our wakeing thoughts, Then, were 


our mouths filled with laughter, and our 
tongues 
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tongues with ſinging. Then ſaid they, a- 
mong the nations, The lord hath done 
« oreat things for them!” The lord did, 
indeed, very great things for us, whereof, 
we, then, were excedeing glad. Bleſſed 
be his holy name! Thus far he hath help- 
us} 

(F.) How happy was it that the rebellion, 
in favor of the pretender, in the year 1715. 
upon the acceſſion of the Hanover family, 
was ſo ſoon, and ſo happily, ſuppreſſed: 
when the nation ſeemed to be under ſo ge- 
neral an infatuation ; and to have forgot all 
the ſufferings of our forefathers under papery 
and arbitrary power ? — And how happily, 
alſo, was the barbarous, unnatural, and un- 
provoked, rebellion, 1745. brought to a 
ſpeedy concluſion, by the wiſe conduct of 
that royal youth, the brave William, duke of 
Cumberland] — But that is ſo freſh in every 
body's mind, that I have no occaſion to be 
more particular. We, then, joyfully ſung 
the praiſes of God, let us not ſo ſoon forget 
his wonderfal works; but remember his 
loveing-kindneſſe, and live to his praiſe. 

(6. /oftly.) After ſuch abundant experience 


of the dreadful evil of popery and arbitrary 
: power; 
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power; and the ample bleſſings of being 
governed by juſt and equitable laws; and 
haveing our liberties and properties ſecured 
to us; how extremely fooliſh and deſtruc- 
tive would it be, to incourage the views of 
the pretender, who has been attainted, and 
ſo often abjured ? 

I have taken my account of theſe grand 
affairs, not from any doubtful hiſtory, but 
from acts of parliament, which ſ peak the 
fenſe of the nation. — There are many and 
juſt grounds of ſuſpicion that the pretender 
was not really the ſon and lawful heir of 
King James the ſecond. But, ſuppoſe he 
was, he has no right, nor title, to the crown 
of Great Britain. Our laws have declared 
him à traytor. And, in effect, told us that 
no man can have an hereditary right to do 
wrong, to trample upon the laws of the 
land, and to bereave the people of their 
liberties, and of all that is dear to them. 
Governors are the miniſters of God, for 
the good of the people. They are ſet up, 
to be a terror to evil doers ; but a praiſe, 
protection, and incouragement, to thoſe that 


behave well. IN 7 


I am 


Hanover ſucceſſion. 28 


I am ſatisfied you are all, to a man, ſin- 
cere lovers of liberty, and of your dear, 
native country; and, conſequently, friends 
to his ſacred majeſty and his illuſtrious 
houſe, But, unto any, who are diſpoſed to 
favor a popiſb pretender (if J had any ſuch 
to ſpeak to) I would ſay, Did our wiſe 
« anceſtors take ſo much pains to ſecure to 
« us the great and ineſtimable bleſfings, of 
« being a free people, governed by law ? 
And ſhall we, idly and unthinkingly, 
„give them up; when they have been the 
© price of ſo much blood and treaſure ? 
Shall the ſufferings of the confeſſors, the 
* blood of the martyrs; the glorious wars 
te under King William, and the brave Duke 
* of Marlborough ; the wiſe determinations 
* of the grand council of the nation; and 
te the ſtrugles of a numerous and brave peo- 
ce ple, for their liberties, be all in vane? Are 
e our laws and liberties, our friends and poſ- 
te ſeſſions, our dear country, and our dearer 
ce religion, things of fo very ſmall impor- 
* tance, as to be parted with, wantonly, un- 
e thinkingly, and for no valueable confide- 
e ration? Or can any temporal injoyments 
e deferve to be —— in the balance with - 
« them,” 
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As to the nation in general, there are ma- 
ny things which call for a reformation. 
Paqpery is ſaid to ſpread among ſome. And 
infidelity and a contempt of all religion, a- 
mong others. Not onely is chriſtianity op- 
poſed, but even the moral government of 
God; — the oppoſition to which, is the worſt 
part of atheiſm. There is a very general 
and an amazeing neglect of public worſhip, 
The /ord's day is openly prophaned ; and the 
lord's ſupper proſtituted to infidels and li- 
bertines, to qualify them for civil offices, 
A wild and phanſiful enthuſiaſm ſpreads a- 
mong numbers; whereby they are led to 
renounce their reaſon, in matters of religion; 
to deſpiſe moral virtue, as a poor, mean, low 
attainment, if not dangerous and deſtructive 
to the ſouls of men. They are, likewile, 
led to contemn a rational, ſolid, and judici- 
ous interpretation of ſcripture, and to delight 
in myſtical, typical, allegorical, and phanſiful 
interpretations, whereby the populace are 
amuſed, and led off from the one, true ſenſe 
of the ſacred oracles. It is no wonder, 


therefor, if their faith, and worſhip, and 
practice be whimſical ; and, in many caſes, 
ridiculous, There is, alſo, among ſeveral of 


the ſects and parties of proteſtants, ſome ſad 
| remains 
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remains of the intolerant ſpirit, the popiſh 
ſpirit of perſecution, bigotry, and uncha- 
ritableneſſe, towards perſons of different 
ſentiments, or ways of worſhip. — This is 
the melancholy ſtate of religion among us, 
after all the great and good things, which 
Gop hath done for us. 

And, then, as to our morals : Heaven 
defend us! what horrid oaths and dreadful 
curſes are daily heard in our ſtreets ? What 
perjury, in our courts of judicature, at the 
cuſtom-houſe, in entering upon civil and 
even religious offices, and in other places, 
and upon other accounts? What expreſſe 
and ſolemn ſubſcriptions in the univerſi- 
ties, (a) and among the eccleſiaſtics, to ar- 


ticles, which they do not thoroughly believe, 
| D 2 and 


(a) The candid and very judicious author of the remarks 
on Dr. Powe; commencement ſermon has informed me of an 
agreeable fact, with which I was before unacquainted; [See 
his dedication, p. vi.] © Some years ago, it was the practice, 
© jn both univerſities, to take the ſubſcriptions of ſcholars, 
© to the thirty nine articles, at the time of their matricula- 
« tion. But this cuſtom hath been long laid afide, in the 
« univerſity of Cambridge.” This is, as it ought to be, ap- 
plauded ; and ſpoken of, to the honor of that univerſity, I 
Gould be glad of an opportunity to complement, and ap- 
plaud, her celebrated ſiſter univerſity, for following the lau- 
dable example of Cambridge, in laying aſide that very ſtrange 


cuſtom, 
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and to the uſe of forms, which they do not 
intirely approve of? What fraud and cheat- 
ing in trade and commerce? What forgery 


and fraudulent methods of gain? What 


lewdneſſe and debauchery ? What gumeing, 
even on the lord's day; and what extrava- 
gance; among the great vulgar, and the 
ſmall? Dreſſe and foppery, drunkenneſſe 
and luxury, licentiouſneſſe and levity, and 
a general turn to gaiety and high liveing, 
has brought on a prevailing diſſoluteneſſe of 
manners, which corrupts the minds of youth, 
and ruines numbers of families; who, by 
the antient ſobriety, frugality, and induſtry, 
might have continued to live in comfort, 
and with good reputation in the world, 
Beſides the frequent robberies, and horrid 
murthers, committed by perſons in deſpe- 
rate circumſtances, and abandoned charac- 
ters; which are the reproach of our lands; 
hat ſhall we fay to that bribery and cor- 
ruption, that betraying our dear, native 
country, by a baſe and ſordid venality, 
which has had ſo general a ſpread, among 
perſons, whoſe characters are not abandon- 
ed; and from many of whom, one might 
expect much better things? What will it 
avail, to have brought about the g/oricus re- 

volution, 
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volution, and the proteſtant ſucceſſion ; if we 
are haſtening to ſell our country and our 
liberties; and ſo yield to be bound in chains 
of gold ; though we would not ſubmit to be 
bound in fetters of braſſe and iron? 
' Gop deliver us from theſe ſad preſages 
of approaching, univerſal ruine! For, bre- 
thren, we have been called unto liberty; and 
do injoy it, in a more ample manner, than 
any other nation upon earth. Let us not, 
therefor, abuſe our liberties, and run into 
irreligion and licentiouſneſſe of manners, 
But, in proportion to our advantages, let 
us increaſe in uſeful knowlege, and in true 
holinefle ; that Gop may continue to dwell 
among us, and diſtinguiſh us with his bleſſ- 
ings; as a people, whom his own right- 
hand has often and remarkably ſaved; and 


whom he till delighteth to bleſſe and 
honor, 


Haveing already had large experience of 
what Gop has done for theſe lands; as well 
as heard, from our fathers, what Gop did, 
in their days, and in the times of old ; we 


have ſufficient reaſon to truſt in Gop, with 
reſpect to affairs now depending: and as to 

what may happen in future times. 
We are involved in a war with nume- 
rous 
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rous, potent, popiſb enemies; who have 
often attacked us, and threatened our ruine. 
In the begining of this war, we met with 
various rebukes and diſappointments, both 
by ſea and land. In the midſt of our fears 
and diſtreſſes, Gop raiſed up the brave king 
of Pruſſia, one of our blood royal, a prince 
of ſmall dominions, but of amazeing cou- 
rage and conduct; by whom Gop has done 
wonders, againſt three of the largeſt king- 
doms, or empires, of Europe: who, by 
their much greater power, and vaſtly ſu- 
perior numbers, threatened to ſwallow him 


up, divide his territories, and bring him to 
utter ruine and deſtruction. But the Gop 
of battels has appeared in his favor; and 
that to our very great benefit. For he has 
ingaged, and more than once conquered, 
the troops of our enemies; which might 
otherwife have been employed againſt us, 
and indangered, or alarmed, our dear, na- 
tive country. One of his generals, of the 
beloved family of Brunſwick, has bravely 
driven the French out of Hanover, who had 
ravaged that electorate in a cruel and unjuſt 
manner. 

Such examples abroad ſeem to have a- 


wakened the antient Britiſb valor. And 
our 
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our fleet and navy have exerted themſelves; 
and, in different places, greatly cramped 
the trade, and curbed the fleet, of the ene- 
my. And, by the divine bleſſing, the face 
of affairs is very much altered to what it 
was above a year ago, both in Europe and 
America. If the king of Pruſſia, and his 
brave troops ſhould continue to be ſucceſs- 
ful upon the continent; and our powerful 
and very numerous fleet exert themſelves 
upon the high ſeas, and againſt the french 
ſettlements, eſpecially in America ; then 
may our infidious and powerful enemies be 
properly humbled, the repoſe and tranquil- 
lity of Europe be reſtored, and public af- 
fairs ſettled upon a better foundation, than 
they have been for many years. My prin- 
cipal reaſon for doubting of ſuccedeing thus 
to our wiſhes, is, that we do not ſeem yet 
prepared for peace, There is yet ſuch an 
abundance of vice and wickedneſſe; and 
our calamities have effected ſo little refor- 
mation, either among the great people or 
the ſmall. I own, it is very likely that, 
upon the return of peace, we ſhould keep 
a day of general thankſgiveing. And then 
(as we have often done) ſing the praiſes of 


Gop, and præſently forget his wonderful 
works ; 
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works; and return to our vices and follies, 
as eagerly and violently as ever. 

Oh that this great, and brave, and nu- 
merous people, whom Gop has ſo often 
and ſignally favored, could but be brought 
ſeriouſly to conſider, and to lay to heart 
the many great and good things, which 
Gop has done for them, and become ſin- 
cerely pious and virtuous : Then might we 
rejoice in the lord, and joy in the Gop of 
our falvation. — But, whether the nation, 
in general, will reform, or no; let every 
one of us, by a patient continuance in well- 
doing, ſeck-for glory, honor, and immorta- 
lity; and then we ſhall not miſſe of perfect 
happineſſe in the world toe come; though 
our dear, native country ſhould go on, in 
vice and wickedneſſe, till it's ruine becomes 
inevitable, and Gop departs from it, never 
to return to it, any more. 

Which may Gop, in his abundant mer- 
cy, prevent, or long defer! Amen! and 
Amen ! 


THE END 


